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    Turbocharge Your Child’s College Savings 

Account: 7 Smart Strategies That Work 

College isn’t getting cheaper — but your savings can grow faster than you think! Whether your 

child is in diapers or middle school, now’s the time to level up your college savings strategy. Here's 

how to turbocharge your child’s college fund and set them up for success. 

 

     1. Open a 529 Plan — Yesterday! 

529 College Savings Plans grow tax-free, and most states offer tax deductions just for 

contributing. It’s hands-down the best place to start. 

  Bonus: Many plans offer automatic contributions — set it and forget it. 

 

   2. Turn "Found Money" Into Future Tuition 

That birthday cash from Grandma? Your tax refund? A side hustle windfall? 

Instead of spending it, supercharge your 529 with every windfall: holiday and birthday gifts, cash-

back rewards, tax refunds, annual bonuses 

 

                                              3. Get Family Involved 

Let relatives know they can gift contributions directly to your child’s 529 plan. Most plans now 

offer easy-to-use gifting portals. 

     Birthday parties just got more meaningful. 

 

    4. Make Your Money Work Harder 

529 plans offer different investment options. Start with aggressive growth options early on (you 

have time on your side), then adjust as college gets closer. 

Don’t let your college fund sit in a low-interest account! 
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      5. Consider UTMAs and Roth IRAs 

Looking for extra flexibility? UTMAs and Roth IRAs can complement your 529: 

• UTMAs: Great for broader expenses (not just tuition). 

• Roth IRAs: If your teen has earned income, contributions can double as college and 

retirement savings. 

 

     6. Earn While You Shop 

Turn everyday spending into savings: 

• Upromise: Earn rewards for your 529 from groceries, dining, and more. 

• Fidelity Rewards Visa: Get 2% back for your college savings. 

    It’s free money for college — why not? 

 

   7. Track Progress & Adjust Often 

Check in annually: 

• Are you contributing enough? 

• Do your investments match your timeline? 

• Is your child’s projected cost of college on track? 

A little tweaking can make a big difference. 

 

        Final Thought 

Saving for college doesn’t have to feel overwhelming. With the right strategies and a little 

consistency, you can turbocharge your child’s college savings — and avoid the student debt trap 

later. 

Start today — your future self (and your future college grad) will thank you.  

 

 


